
Regeneration of Political Parties the Task of Voters
Rank and File
Must Correct

Official Ills
Wrongs of 'Pork Barrel'

Legislation Often Traced
to People Who Instruct
Their Leaders What to Do

Uplift Is Sadly Needed

Officeholders Deserve To
Be Removed From the
Category of "Schemers"

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: If we speak of clergymen,

physicians or t ¿'hers, those of us who
»re not cynics think of people whose
lives are spent in unselfish service to

humanity. If wo speak of politician«
«von the non-cynical is inclined to think
c* a selfish, scheming man, who is in
t«rested only in his own enrichment,
fame or power, and who does things
that aro useful to others only when
they serve his own ends.
Why should politician mean anything

more than a man who devotes his life
to service of his country in the polit¬
ical field? Yet the meaning of tho
"irord has become such that we hesitate
ta apply it to Lincoln, Roosevelt or

»ther great men.

We ore inclined to blame political
leaders for this condition. Yet we our¬

selves, the rank und fiMe of the political
«parties, are really to blame. Tho poli¬
ticians reflect our attitude as voters.
If we let small, selfish considerations
Influence our votes ind '/¡dually, how
cm we expect big unselfish men to give
«Us their service? We know, for example,
that "pork barrel" legislation is bad for
tue country. Yet we prai.se our Con

Srefismun If he gets the "pork" for the
istrict where we live, and ignore the

fuct that to do it he had to vote for
"pork" for all the other localities.

While we are teliing the political
leaders what we would like to ha v.- them
do, it is fitting that we, the rank and
file of the Republican party, should dis¬
cuss and decide what we can do. We
must learn to look at political questions
from the standpoint of the good of the
whole country. We must make our
cpin.ons broader on all subjects.

Let us not listen to the pessimist who
tells us that politicians have alwaysteen corrupt and self-seeking und al¬
ways will be. Let us look forward con¬

fidently to improvement of the situation.
We cannot get better things unless wo
expect them. If the majority of the
rank and lile will do these things, the
professional politicians will reflect our
bttitude. A politician will no longer
rican a scheming, self-seeking individ¬
ual, but a noble, broad-minded man, giv¬
ing his time und labor to the service of
tus country.

ARETAS A. SAUNDERS.

TTar or No War,
Universal Training
System ¡s Demanded

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: 1 hope there «a ¡11 come a time

when war will be a thing of the past.
I believe there can be no difference

between mon or nations that could no:

be composed by peaceful arh irntio.-i.
but whether there is wai or not I
think universal military training, in r.

modified form, would benefit us as a
nation.
We would be better preppred in caso

«if need.
It would instill a better understand¬

ing in i.ur young mvn of the obliga¬
tions they owe to their government.

It would teach them the esbentials
of obedience to discipline.

It would develop k-aders of men.
It would promote better physical con¬

ditions.
And last, it would create a frater¬

nity, a comradeship among the people.
The theory of military training is

«Borrect, The only mistake that can be
Uñado is in ita practical application.

FRED N. PARKS.
Norwich, N. Y.

Government Must Apply
Democracy to Industry

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The mutual dependency of pro¬

ductive industry and the puhlio estub
liohes mutual obligations which, if lost
tight of, seriously disturb domestic
tranquiltty. The public must demand
that capital and labor combine their
efforts toward incessant production.

Capital and labor each demand a fair
monetary return for tln.ii' efforts. The
productive industry of the United
Btotes is ns much an Institution of,
by and for the people, as in the govern¬
ment itself. Therefore, it requires
the application of vl.Jse same demo¬
cratic principles to its control, which
Bo adequately control our national gov¬
ernment. ROBERT W. SCRANTON.

K'vO Fortsea Street, New Haven, Conn.

U. S, Burdened
With Workers

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Within three years tho num¬

ber of civil employees on the Federal
government's payrolls lias mounted
from 480,000 to 050,000.

Increased production and govern,
mpntnl economy are two of the out¬
standing needs of the day. Both
these possibilities are forestalled to a

very appreciable degree by the drain
on the public treasury occasioned by
at least 150,000 workers unproduc-
tively employed.
Whether or not we are st'.i! tech¬

nically at war, almost any employee
of one of the war-time boards will
testify that the amount of business
now being done Is negligible. Aside
from the economic perversion, we
must watch for unwholesome moral
results; people occupying sinecures
grow averse to strenuous work and
unfit for tho positions they will have
to fill in tho future.

If the government takes proper ac¬
tion to consolídalo its bureaus and
to dischargo unnecessary workers, no

unemployment danger need bj feared.
The demands of industry would be
entirely adequate to absorb many
thousands of newcomers, and would
help restore tho peace tune basis that
la precedent to reconstruction.

J. W. FRIEDMAN.
86 New York Avenue, Brooklyn.

To-Day's Prize Letter
National System to Regulate Highways Demanded

To the Edltor of The Tribune,
Sir: So numerous and far-reaching are the benefits

to be derived (rom good roads that it would here be im¬
possible even to enumerate them. Persons of intelli¬
gence are, however, quite »ware that these benefits are
of such extent and such importance that good roads
have been listed with the home, the school and the church
as among agencies fundamental for the welfare of hu¬
man societies.

Experta agree that centralization of authority and
of responsibility la a factor common to all successful
road systems of history. Conspicuous examples of this
are familiar in the Roman system of ancient times and
in the French system of modern times. A second com¬
mon factor of those and other successful systems has
been the consistent application of special knowledge and
special skill to matters of road construction and main¬
tenance.

In the United States we have, for the construction
and maintenance of public highways, a policy.system
it cannot bo called.of extremo localization, and such
work, save in the cases of a certain few state highways
departments, is commonly intrusted to persons of no
special qualifications. The result is what wo all know
it to be: waste of public funds and prevailing poor roads.

Under this policy officials of counties, townships and
other small units are commonly independent of super¬
vision and free to act as little or as icnorantly as they

may choose. Under this policy states differ widely as to
methods of construction, materials used and general
management of upkeep; even adjoining states essay no
manner of agreement or coi4>eration.

Under this policy the bureau of Public Roads of
the United States Government (this bureau being merely
a subdivision of the Department of Agriculture) is re¬
stricted to research work, consultation and recommenda¬
tion.

The Republican party should declare itself for a
Federal office of public roads, for the delegation to that
office of powers definitely greater than those of the pres¬
ent bureau, especially with relation to the construction
and maintenance of interstate "trunk lines"; for an at¬
tempt toward increased uniformity in highways matters
among the states; for proper supervision of the road
work in counties, townships and other small units at
the Instance of local officials and by means of local funds.

It should declare itself for an intelligent modern
progiam of highway development throughout the United
States. Recent data show that Massachusetts, the state
with the highest percentage of surfaced roads in pro¬
portion tc total mileage, has but «18.8 per cent of such
roads; that twenty-one states have less than 10 per cent
of such roads; that Oklahoma and South Dakota actually
have but seven-tenths of 1 per cent and eight-tenths of 1
per cent, respectively. This and all other evidence reveals
the urcen* need of hitrhwavs improvement. G. S. B.

Educational System
lu United States
Needs a Stimulant

Pitfalls loto Which Germany
Fell Laid to Neglect in
Training Her Children
in Essential Problems

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir î One of the most important prob¬

lems of Imperial Germany -was to keep
the common people ignorant oa to his¬
tory and geography. The young Ger¬
mans were to grow up In the belief
that Germany had been ill treated in
regard to her colonies and kept from a
place in the sun. This plan was carried
out with characteristic Prussian atten¬
tion to detaii, and it was done deliber¬
ately.
Without intent or even knowledge on

our part it appears that our children
also are to be brought up in a state
of partial ignorance. In the majorityif not in every state chi.dren are being
turned away from schools because of
lack of teachers. Many teachers are
below standard. New York is no ex¬
ception. The person who can most suc¬
cessfully combat Bolshevism and rad¬
icalism, who is best able to instill
American ideals and ideas into a child's
mind, has had a salary increase of
about 20 per cent. It would be humor¬
ous if it were not so criminal.
There is an old proverb to the effect

that "A stitch in time saves nine." The
present educational crisis íb ao nation¬
wide and so important that it might be
wise for the party that is going into
power in 1921 to announce its stand in
regard to education and the illtreated
teacher.

It might be a wise thing to establish
a department of education at Wash¬
ington, entirely separate from the De¬
partments of Labor and of the Interior,
with power to provide justly for the
teacher and nble to provide schools
enough to go around in every part of
the country
AUSTIN WINCHESTER MACHIN.
1281 Bergen Street, Brooklyn.

'Democracy in Industry'
Made Paramount Issue

Laws Guaranteeing Fair Play
for Workers Advocated to

End All Unrest
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The principal issue should be
the industrial affairs of the nation.
Tho relations of capital and labor de¬
serve most consideration. We believe
in industrial democracy just as we be¬
lieve in political democracy, acting
upon the hypothesis that competition,
originality and individuality produce
more than paternalism, communism
and a couple of other isms when it
comes to practical and not theoretical
results.

It is up to the voters to select law¬
makers who will provide that the nega-I tlve results of strikes, profiteers, infla-
tions, luxury, laziness, governmentbungling and a couple of other human
or economic vices will be prevented bythe elimination of the evils that cause
them. These evils are neither 60 far
off nor so hidden that a telescope orj microscope must he employed to see
them. Just the eagle eye of the aver¬
age American citizen should do.

Therefore, what plank would solve
this problem more sweetly than the
one submitted hereunder:
We promise to make laws which will

guarantee fair working hours, workingconditions and compensation to the
worker in exchange for fair outputfrom workmen and fair profits to the
capitalist with the understanding thatsuch legislation will not interfere withthe natural economic laws of empeti-lion and preserve the individuality andoriginality of the citizens of the na-I tion. M. K.

Labor Not a Commodity
Laws to Give Skill and Brawn

Their Due Advocated
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: We look on labor with pride
as that dignified and equal elementof our country, contributing to herwealth and ennobling her citizenship.Labor is no commodity, but the skillarid brawn that give us our finishedproducts.

All means should be used for peace¬ful settlement of labor disputes, thusavoiding loss alike to employer andemployee and public distress. We rec¬ognize the right of "labor to organizeand to strike.
We declare for a basic eight-hourday, minimum wage, employers' liabil¬ity, a wage affording a good living, aprotective tariff, arbitration and profit-sharing.
We favor government employment

agencies, safety appliances, sick benefitand old age pensiona. We are againstOriental immigration or low-gradeforeign Immigrants; against contractand convict labor. Long-time loans tobuild homes should be given.
A. M. LOXGEMAKER.161S West La Salle Street, Chicago.

¦.» ii

Law* Blamed for High Cost
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: As a potent remedy for the pres¬ent high cost of living it should be an¬
nounced that not until production in¬
creases pro rata with the extraordinarycost of labor will rents, food, etc.. becheaper, for present conditions are thedirect result of an economic law.--
William West Bradbeer.

Warns of Haste
In Reconstruction

To th« Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Fearless before the pre¬

tensions of minorities, the majority,
conservative, yet progressive, must
determine the plan for all to build
upon.
Deliberate social control, g-uldcd

by that recognized plan which a

minority may agitate but not im¬
pose nor withstand, must frankly
eliminate factor» perpotuating those
economic rewards and punishments
which are agreed to be in greater
part unearned and undeserved.

It must as frankly demand con¬
tinuous reconstruction; no faster
nor elower than the majority con¬
sents, till each income falls within
the reasonable limits either of com¬

parative productivity, or of poten¬
tial return to eocicty when main¬
tenance is viewed as public invest¬
ment. ELMER CORNELIUS.

227 East Onondaga Street, Syra¬
cuse, N. Y.

Free Speech an
Inviolate Eight

Common SenseAdvocated
in America to Rout An¬
archy and Violence

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Free speech never can be a

menace to a people. The wildest doc¬
trines, thrown freely to the public for
open discussion and criticism, are far
less dangerous than much milder
tenets when brooded over in private
and distorted by the rebellion induced
by enforced secrecy.
A country like the United States,

where every citizen carries the right
to individual expression of his polit¬
ical views in the free ballot, can never
become a nursery for anarchy or vio¬
lence.
We are in grave danger, when at¬

tempting to suppress what we conceive
to be seditious doctrine, of laying pro¬fane hands ou on" of the most pre¬cious and justly cherished treasures
of n free republic.the right of its
citizens to criticize their public ser¬
vants and to advocate, at any time or
place, in an orderly manner, such
changes as they may deem expedientin existing laws with a view to bring¬ing such changes before the voters at
election periods. Without this privi¬lege we cither stagnate or, what is
worse, drift back into the slough of

.political despotism.
Incendiary utterances soon burnthemselves out in the free air of pub-licity. Would-be firebrands quicklyflash to extinction in the wholesomebreeze of .sound common sense. The

people may be impressionable here and
there, bait in the mass may be trusted
as the best and strictest iudges oftheir own needs. C. P. DEXSLOW.

Responsibility of Alien's
Platform Contestant Defend»

"Enforced Citizenship"
To the Editor of The Tribune.Sir: The plank on "Enforced Citi¬zenship" has caused letters of protestfrom two of your correspondents. Theplank was written in the belief that ifthe underlying principle of any pro¬posed action is right, details of appli¬cation necessarily will work themselves
out correctly.
Napoleon enunciated that idea in re¬plying to Talleyrand, then head offinance for the reorganized French

government, Napoleón being First Con¬sul. The question was, How should heI function ? Napoleon's reply was: "Thatis simple; first get your principiesright.the rest is n matter of detail."j The motive of that plank was thatthose who sought to benefit by livinghere should be able and willing to ns-
sume attendant responsibilities. Our
naturalization laws call for certain
conditions. They could easily be am-plified to cover nil points necessary to
good citizenship. J. O. B.j -. -,-

¡Hail, the New Crusaders*! And May Women Vote Right\ To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: There exists at present, unfor¬

tunately, an all too obvous attempt topatronize the womankind of in this
country upon their long delayed as¬cension to the privilege of shaping thepolitical destinies of the state, equal in
every way to that enjoyed by all themale voters.

j Let us not forget that the greaterglory in her achieveme-1 \v\U alwaysrest with woman- since In the face oftho most unjustified criticiem of heimotives, she swept unfailingly on to apoint where resistance is now merely a| prejudiced impediment, and where in-surreetion within her own sex neces-sarily approaches oomplcte defeat.Hall them, the new crusaders, and
may they ever batter, politically, all
corruption that stands In the way, anduphold right always, as they have neverfailed to do in their domestic rôles of

i wlíe and mother. J. R. F,

Times Said to Call
For Action Rather
Than Principles

Few Planks, but Those Few
Strong and Definite, Are
Required; Able Leader«
ship Is Most Important

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Among the planks proposed by

Tribune readers for the Republican
plutform are some which stand out as

embodying essential principles. These
are: The suggestions for investigating
and honestly endeavoring to reduce
the excessive cost of living; for pro¬
moting industrial harmony (involving
the question of incorporating the labor
unions under state laws); for speeding
up industry; for ratification of the
suffrage amendment; for firmer deal¬
ing with aliens and radicals; for en¬
forcement, of an international code of
law3, and for a pledge to aid France,
who stands at the borderland of civili-
zation.

All these and other aspects of true
Americanism should be emphasized.In the opinion of the writer, however,the formulated platform is less impor-tant at the present, juncture than the
quality of its administration. National
laws and principien were never in more
need of definite pronouncement.; but
the pressing necessity is a feeling of
security that they will be firmly and
strongly carried into action. We can!
no longer say, "Principles, not men."
It is vital that the administration of
principle shall be in competent hands,
The cry is, ''God give us men!" Few
principles we ask, but strong and den-
nite; no mure vacillation, no more
words that can be variously interpreted I
and that carry no force and ni inspir¬ation.
The issues are national rather than

partisan; but they must bear a par¬tisan color, because at present the
clear national thought and the per¬sonal power to make it effective lie
with the Republican party.The .American people are able to see
the issues clearly, if clearly presented;what, they ask is that those issues be
wrought, into the substance of tho na¬
tional life by experienced and far-
seeing statesmanship. Unhesitatingpatriotism; full understanding of our
history and our aspirations; quick andfearless action.these are the legaciesjf Roosevelt and the demands of our

MARION COUTIIOY SMITH.
East Orange, N. J.

Government Blamed for
Labor Scarcity on Farms
Draft of Workers to Meet Agri-cultural Needs Is Called

a Necessity ¡
ro the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: "The government ruined us," «,jnld a farmer from the richest farm-
tig section of Maryland to me. "They;ent out here and" asked: 'What are
t'ou getting n day? We will give you;R a day. Come on.' And they took jhem. We can't save the crops, and we
:an't got help. All ruined by getting jiuch prices. We have agreed together
o plant just what we can save without
lelp, no more." This looks serious for ,he world, for what is the condition in jmo farming section is apt to be the ;
ia.se in all.

It would seem that a government
.rror must be corrected by the gOY-»rnment. The Republican party should
pledge itsejf to give it serious atten- ]ion. Idle men should be forced tovork on the farms that have beenlerei't by the government, or on.u farm
nanaged by the government. A farm
:ear Washington worked by idlers, idlyPeking easy jobs, would feed Wash-
n-rton and reduce the high cost of liv-
ng in that city. iMen should have been drafted tovork as well as to fight, not drafted to jrive up life and limb for a moderate
sum and paid high to work in safety, iCertain numbers should have been left <
o work the farms. iTo increase production you must in- I
:rease labor and ^decrease wages, orhe cost of living will be doubled.Pilero has been plenty of food, but th¡3 t
¦ear will see decreased production be- «

.ause of the increased c t of labor. I 1
F. L. WARD. (

Three Classes
Of Voters Open
To Persuasion
Estranged Democrats, Wo¬
men and ex-Progressives
Those to Whom Repub¬
licans Must Appeal

Platform Means Much
Efficiency, Honesty and
Economy Essentials on
Which Party Must Stand

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The Republican party goes to

the polls next November with an oppor¬
tunity and a responsibility of which it
must be fully aware:
The present administration has

estranged thousands of its own political
faith and these men will be slow to re¬
turn to the Democratic ranks if the
Republican party will, In good faith,
promise them a type of administration
which Is pledged to honest, modern,
business methods.
The Progressives of the last two poli-tical campaigns can be brought back I

into line only by evidences unequivocalthai the Republican party has had a gen¬uine change of heart and Is preparedto place principles above party.The woman electorate which is to
register Its national political strengthfor tho first time la not unintelligent,and it has not yet declared for anyparty creed. It is going to support tho
platform which stands moat convinc¬
ingly for honesty, economy and effi¬
ciency of administration.
The votes of these three classes are

worth bidding for, and If the Repub¬lican party will declare for u platformwhich will satisfy them and will put up
a candidate strong enough to insure
for himself and his administration a
degree of freedom from any party dom¬
inance there Í3 every hope for a Repub¬lican victory in November.

RUTH M. STARRETT.
1 --.-

Patriots Made
In Our Schools

Training of Youth Held
Only Way to Promote
True Americanization jTo the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Only through just laws and
loyal citizenship honestly lived up to,
can our country hope to reach its ideals
!n government. Training for this must
begin at the very foundation of the
country, namely, the public schools,
They are the keystotna to the arch of
the bridge, which shall unite the immi-
grants and the American people in a
common spirit.
One of the most vita] problems of the

day is the Americanization of the immi- jgrant. For the good of all, this must
öe done to the best of our ability. Give
him what he is entitled to, once he in
tvithin our gutes.fair treatment, a liv¬
ing wage, good housing conditions.
No matter how faithful and loyal a

citizen he may prove, there will alwaysbe a feeling, call it sentiment if youike, for his nativo land. We must, there¬
fore, begin with the children and youth,¿nd instill in tbem, no matter where
their birthplace, a genuine love and
oyalty for the future welfare of the Re-
jublicun party and our own beloved
America. EDITH COMSTOCK.
Madison, N. J.

Hope for America
Seen in Preserving
Her "SepariUeness" \

To the Editor of The Tribune. )
Sirs As recorded In your paper re-j

;ently, Benjamin Franklin, after weeks
jf fruitless effort on the part of tho
framers of our Constitution to produce
1 suitable document, urged his fellow
workers to invoke the blessing of Cod,''for," he said, "except the Lord build
he house they labor in vain that build
t." His suggestion was followed, mid
'rom that moment progress was made
ind our wonderful Constitution was
written.
Every symbol and document of cur

íation, America, emphasizes the fact of
1er "separatencss," as is unquestiona-
)ly revealed by a study of them. Byidhering to this cardinal principle of
uir nation, under God, we have main- i
ained our integrity and independence J
if thought and action, for which the
ittle group of "irreconcilable" Sena-
or3 at Washington deserves our grati-ude. This principle of America's "sep-irateness," under the guidance of God,
mm bo maintained for all time.

JAMES P. B. HVNDMAN.

Summer Training Camps
'hysical and Moral Upbuildingof Boys and Girl* Demanded
Po the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Universal training for freedom

ihould be given every boy and girl in
lummer camps, nt state and Federal
expense, at the completion of grade 1

ichool work, or not later than fifteen, '¦
md required for securing working
lanera or entering higher schools. '
This training should cover athletics,

tports, scoutcraft, hygiene and good '

ritizenship; also scientific feeding, {

nedical and spiritual care and psycho- '

ogical examination. ¡ '
Its administration should be by the

ichool system, aided by Federal offi-
iials, with the cooperation of scout and '

velfare organizations and inspection '

iy parents'committees..H. CHAl'ELL,. *
14 Queen Lane, Germantown, Pa.

Full Dinner Pail h Defended
As Motto of Republican Party

To the Editor of The Tribune.
«Sir: Derision has frequently been leveled at the Republican partybecause of its championship of the "full dinner pall."While it would be gross materialism to declare that people think onlyin terms of bread and butter, yet, I believe, It cannot be gainsaid that the

empty stomach has a profound influence on the brain.
The pinch of hunger always has been the spark that set afire the powderof revolt, even though discontent from numerous other causes smolderedfor years and years. Need I cite Russia, or Germany, or even the French

Kevo'ution ?
The spirit of altruism that finds its reward In the noble work it per¬forms is most pronounced in the teachers of our schools and universities.What other has been the curse of this exodus from the teaching professionif not the niggardly salaries?
The germ of radicals and intemperate thinking is to be found Inthe empty stomach. I hope the Republican party will ever be the championof the full dinner pail» and the augury of prosperity, for therein lietfa

r?nce and satisfaction. MJCE GINSBURG

Survey of 4,656 Planks
The following is a record by issues of the planks tmbmiited

in the eleven weeks of The Tribune's Republican Platform Contest,
arranged according to votes cast for each issue:
1. Foreign Relation».466
2. Labor and Capital.436
3. Americanization. 410
4. Army and Navy Pro¬

grams . 283
5. Constitutional Rights... 272
6. Cost of Living. 264
7. Bolshevism . 248
8. Education . 199
9. Social Legislation. 154

10. Free Speech._ 143
11. Conservation of National

Resources. 138
12. Mexican Question. 136 | 27
13. Taxation . 136!.-

14. Administration Reforms. 129' Total......4,656

Immigration . 129
The Woman Voter. 129
Prohibition . 116
Tariff. 115

19. Government Control of
Industry., 107

20. Aid for Soldier«. 106
21. Budget. 95
22. The Railroads. 94
23. National Economy. 92
24. Merchant Marine. 91
25. National Finance. 70
26. Agriculture. 56

Island Possession» . 42

Some Suggested Planks
imong the mass of suggestiovs for planks in the Republican

platform are the following;
Industrial Democracy

Tho Republican party stands for
industrial democracy. It pledges it¬
self to promote co«iperation between
labor and capital in stimulating pro¬duction, eliminating waste and in
distributing earned wealth on an
equitable basis..John E. Tyler, 2121
Foster Avenue, Brooklyn.

Suffrage for Women
The Republican party takes pridein the part It has taken to procure

an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States which grants wom¬
en suffrage rights equal to those
enjoyed by men. Women have fullydemonstrated that they are endowed
with and possessed of the necessaryability and qu: i; cations to he in¬
trusted with party and public serv¬
ice. We therefore declare that there
should be no hesitating step in con¬
ferring upon them the same rights,
powers, privileges and responsibili¬ties enjoyed by and exacted from the
men of our party..Burt D. Cady,chairman Republican State Central
Committee of Michigan.

Waste Must Be Stopped
We pledge ourselves to take firm

measures to end the debauch of reck¬
less nnd often criminal wastefulness
of the funds of the government..
George Lyman Bank*, Groveland,Calif.

Husbanding of Resources
direful husbanding of the nar.ural

resources, as well as close scrutinyof the more important ones, most
particularly strict control over the
forests and coal mines and lands--
Alvin II. O'Connell, 622 Tacoma Ave¬
nue, Portland, Ore.

Promotion of Officials
Recognizing the fundamental im

portance of the individual office¬
holder and government employee, the
Republican party purposes to elect
only properly qualified candidates and
to effect such revision in regulationsthat all responsible positions in the
government service will be 'Vied bjpromotions based on merit and not
bv appointment of political favorites

T. G.H.

Deflation of Currency
The Republican party recogniseswith gravo concern the high c-«st of

living. We pledge ourselves to a
monetary program having for its ob¬
ject currency deflation, by restrict¬
ing bank or Federal Reserve noto
Issues on discounted paper, and by
increasing our gold reserve. Further.
by changing our currency plus credit
policy to a production plus economy
movement. Wn also pledge the re¬
duction of our national expenditures.
.Jacob Schorr, 1931 West Somerset
Street, Philadelphia.

Room for AH
The Republican party recognizestho fact that a new era has com¬

menced and that a readjustment of
our governmental methods n-.ust be
begun to meet new condition* The
best wisdom of our best minds must
be secured if the greatest good to tho
greatest number i:i to be the result.
Therefore, with a patriotic desire to
harmonize by uns«?lnsh compromisesall conflicting interests, to safeguardthe future by a more fostering care
for the coming generation and to do

Platform Contest Wins
Praise of a "Thinker""

Frihunc Thanked for Creating)
New Interest of the People

in Our Democracy
fo the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: When the United States began

ts career of representative goverr.-
nent it was fairly possible for men to
enow the candidates for government
i.'ficj and to hear their views and
tolicies discussed directly. They could
tlso express their own ideas to the
nan they put in office, consequently
heir franchise and law-making re-
ponsibility was taken seriously.
Now, far separated from the political

nachines, for any «)f many vague res,-
ions we settle firmly on some one
candidate for some notable offico and
onsider little about what his election
.eally promises.if, in fact, we know it
»romises at all.
The Tribune platform contest has

U'ought some of u:» back to b. consid-
iration of those party promises; re-
ninde«j us there is a "platform"; sug-
tested that we should be responsible
or it in its making, and, having been
o, in its fulfillment.
Tho contest has brought its con-

ributors and readers into active con-
ciousness of real issues at stake for
hemselvea. And what can be more
'ital now than awaking in Americans
he feeling of personal responsibility
or their democracy?If we continue to leave our business i
o tho machin«« in New York or Albany, .

n Chicago or San Francisco, our busi-
íess and our democracy will fail,
Shrinks to The Tribune for reminding
onie of us that democracy's success is
ura to make.and eniov! I. B. R.

__-»- h
Prohib' Urges Dry Referendum
,'o the Editor of The Tribune. i
Sir: Aside from the question of per-

onal liberty involved, the Republican
arty should pledge itself to refer-
ndum on prohibition in justice to
housands of anti-1'.quor advocates,
'hese man and women resent the im-
¡ication that the Eighteenth Amend-
tient was foisted on to the people byrick legislation during the stress of
i'ar. Let the majority rule is the »an¬
iment of the average fair-minded per-
on. So put the Honor question to
i'uiic : it. INCENSED VR'jHIB.

all things in the present justly as
between man and man we bespeak
your hearty cooperation..Fred N.
Parks, Norwich, N. Y.

National Park Extension
With the rapid growth of the

population sections of our countrywhich, on account of their natural
beauty, Bhould be preserved for the
use and pleasure of the general pub¬lic forever are being encroached
upon by private interests and their
beauty despoiled. We favor, there¬
fore, the extension of our system of
national parks..H. G. Chaie.

Assistance for Mexico
The United States must assist inthe setting up of a stable governmentin Mexico. It must establish such a

relation with that government that itwill control the approaches to our i
country both by land and by sea, pre- I
vent the repetition of past outrage«and so control tho Pacific that thoWestern coast will be removed fromthe influence of anv foreign power, j-Mrs. R. H. Hankinnson, McDon-
«ugh, Ga.

Avoid Foreign Alliance*
The Republican party opposes any jalliance or commitment by the UnitedStates with any foreign power or

powers that imperils the liberty or
Sibridges the sovereignly of this
country, or any entangling alliances..'hat would involve the people of this
country in the disputes and wars offoreign nations and require the"ending of our soldrers into distantlands to fight the battles oí peopleswith whom we have 7:0 concern..t.'as«:''us.

No Class Legislation
We pledge our party that therewill be no cla?^ legislation, but that

our government is maintained und«
our Constitution, eue!; departmentfunctioning strictly wi-hin its o«
iimits. In other words, we must
establish what we have learned tolook upon as an American govern¬
ment, a government which our fore¬fathers fought for and which we
nust have if we are to preserve our
Liberties and be prosperous and
tiappy and respected,.Emmett S. iWaiden, Box 452, Stigler, Okla.

Private-Owned Industry
fhe Republican puny '.> unalter-

ably oppose.! to government owner-
ship of public industries. We pro¬
pose to set ourselves earnestly to the
solution of tho railroad problem andall other problems of a similar na¬
ture. Fair aiui impartial Federal
regulation a.-« opposed to paternalismwill be the watchword of the Repub¬lican administration. Even pro¬vision will bo made for "a just re¬
turn on real investment with rea¬
sonable assurances for essential de¬
velopment and extensions."- W. L.Mason, 804 Wilshire Boulevard,Santa Monica, Calif.

No Subornation in Office
We maintain that tho oath taken Í

by a public official obligates him to jregard the interests of all the peoplethat are under hi.} power, and anyattempt 10 bind him to consider first
and always the interests of a portionof the people i-i subornation of per- I
jury. W. K. (*.

,

Prevalence of Mob Rule
A Barrier to Progress

Spirit of Lawlessness That Lets
Lynching» Go «Unpunished

Seen as Warning
I'o th« Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The safety -or danger.of the
nation rest? in the hearts of it piepte.
The nations that in the pa«t rose, be¬
came great, and then went li'iWn in
ruin, met their fate, as a rule through
the wickedness and folly of their own
peoples. Foreign invaders usually fin¬ished th.p undertaking and were able
to do so becau-e of the corruption ardjealousies prevalent among the peupie.A disregard for the regularly con¬
stituted civil authority and the rightsaf their fellow men will bring c in¬fusion and disaster on any peuple. ItIs the duty of the Republican part-,to guard our form of government as
it has come down to us from thefathers.
Individual acts of carelessness om-

rnon to all civilizations are not here
included, but the mob spirit shuwi in
ynchings are in organized oppositionto the law and the courts that ad¬minister it. The Constitution grants:crtain rights nnd privileges to the
states, but it cannot !»u argued thai
ipposition to and violation or Friera!
aw, such as is now being urged in
¡evera I states, can come under the
¡lassificatlon of legitimate state rights.

A. F. F.
»

Republican Parly Credited
With "Freedom" of Woman

Vo the Editor of The Tribune.Sir: The Republican party's pintichievements justify confidence in its'uture attainments. It stands for prog¬ress. Its drum beat;- are attuned to
he times. It is not unlocking the doorif the future with the ru^ty key of the
>aat. It prou«i:y boasts "abolition ofilavery." It will soon acclaim "polit-cai freedom for American womanhood."vhen it has secured ratification by thehirty-sixth state.
It upholds Federal amendments, say-

ng "above the state is the nation."its slogans are "nationalism versus
«ectionaiism"; "national unity and
iniformity"; political ideals, not oolit¬es! deals; political creed, not politicalfreed; politic | lot poiití«¿al»irofiteers, L, A. R.

Abrupt Action
I To Check HighCost Opposed
¡Republican Plank Urs«That Will Call for Kemed,in Price Situation Wit}Due Respect to Law,
Moderation in Pledge«
Paternalism and Socialisa

Must Be Avoided in AJ
the Adjustment Plan«

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Shall the hif.-h cost of JjTja,be an issue in the coming campaign î
Two letters have appeared recentlj

on this page, one expressing the tfOT
that, a cost of living plank is ur.ceeei
sary and unwise; ". other going t:<
far in the opposite direction and vir
tualiy proposing that the Federal gov
ernment be givn the power to contro
prices. In my opinion, both are wrongIn the first place, a national politic*
issue, obviously, is <-. question o:
nation-wide interest, one in respect ti
which there is difference of op;nion be¬
tween parties and one the determi
nation of which falls within the con-
Btitutional powers of the Federa! gor
ernment.
Now, the cost of living, In Itself U

not such an issue. It it a fact, not d»
batable. Ali of as, Demócrata sei
Republicans, experience it.most ef 01
deplore it. But tbe causes of this ab
normal cost of living, and the best eari
for the condition, t'cene »re dispuUsli
matters.
But any plank adopted bj the Re¬publican party must lay erophuli

upon that phrase, "to a certain extent."
It must use moderation in Imputiniblame for the high cost of living tothe present Administration, for then
are causes for this condition beyond:be control of any government either
in the wise use or the m suse of iti
powers. Moreover, it must use modenv
tion In Its promises. There are certalr
things it can do; many things it can¬
not do.
The Republican party has an oppor¬tunity to establish a precedent in the

manner of platform making. It cat
say, for example: "We believe thai
the high cos*, of living is due to aiscl
and such causes. We believe thai
seme of these causes can be removed
by such and ouch legislation. We will
not promise a complete cure, for thai
is beyond our power. There an
economic laws whic we do not con-
trol, and there ari id ividual practice!
which v, « do not c ".tro!. We do no!
believe in paternalism nor in social¬
ism. We pro* -.-is > it can bi
done In th< exei powers coo*
ferrei the Federal g inent b'
tho < oí si Luth ft r CHOMAS.

lui South Arlingl \ enue, Eaa*
Orange, N. J.

Womanhood Proved
its Value to America

fíy Heroism in Wat
Do tl ' The Tribune,

Sir-. The slow but surely rhar.g'.r.g
status "' tho An er can woman Is but
one in« û« Viserican people
are democratic inj -ear» age
wenn.:: was recognized as nothing ¡eai.

.-.el. The
American womai to lia almost all
i f the righ advantâgH
of the rin ing ciosec

to tl :::cs the
gates have no tircly opened.

o nan of acquire ano
hold prop commtrci»!
and pi ofi and In many
stati - she can I hold offit«.

li .¦ ould be .- the policiei
and as] of tin Rep ibllcan party
to preserve Jie right* of
the American wo I ie wonderful
stan ntold s ffering »«id Ui<¡

of «vir mothers.
«..¡rrs during

World War 1 itnrted that
; he An ri : :*. ied to all
rights and enj yed by the
American man.

JEROME L. MVERS.
618 Connell B ranton, Ps.

Three Sides to I'nrest
To tiie Editor of The Tribune.

Three es aro to be cor.elá-
ent of the ni »no¬

derstan b twoen labor an«.' espi¬
ta:. Such a reía ion must be «stab-

hed . forces in oor
industrial life aa will resuit in ne»
and perm of tran

hut the pub-
lie. t;:(- third side of the triangle, most
not i ; or ovei looked lr-
w.-.: ti ver enta are brought
about, disagree¬ment; n,'.;-' «. impartially and daft-
nitelj il«. <¦ rn ii

C A li".MMERS
Bud ret and CommissloOi
State House, Denver,

Condition» of the
Platform Contest

The Tribune invites yam te writr
p'.anks for a Republican »latforffl
and to write letters «boot yleiiks
proposed by e'htt readers through
:,5 columns.
For the beg', plan** and latter*

Tho Tribune offtrs thee« prlaest
For the best p'.ank.$500.00
For »he second best plank 260.00
For each of the eight next
best planks.100.0*
For the best letter a dally
prise ef. AMI
For the best letter in th*
whole competition. 100 00
The Tribune will make ep . p!»>

form of ten planks to tie aatenntned
by your votes. The ten iaauaa re¬

ceiving the rno«rv .«ote» srill be the
planks. The ten p.anka that b*»*
exprese the ehoa«*i iseuae will he
selected for the pr\'.e a*aras.
Ench plank is ¡tutted to 100 word*.

Of two planks or letters of .¡V*
merit the shorter will be ihoeett.
Every plank and letter must be**

the name and address of th« send*',
although a nom d« plum« will B*

published If the writer desires.
The contest will close at »IdnlgbV j

April 30. 1920. Manuscripts snU a**
be returned.
The judges of the contest will he

three of The Tribune's editors. TbSJ
will base their décisions on sous»
thinking a.nd brevity, clearness s~»

strength ' -1 »temei :


